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Luxx XII. 57. 
Yeo, and why even of yourſelves judge 
ye not what is right 9 


S there is nothing which more 
eminently diſtinguiſhes Man from 


tellectual Faculties, and the due 
Exerciſe thereof; ſo we find God, in all his 
Dealings with Mankind, eſpecially thoſe 


vrhich concern their ſpiritual and eternal 


Happineſs, always addreſſing himſelf to the 
Light of their Conſciences, and thoſe com- 
on Notions of Reaſon and Underſtanding, 


which he has planted in their Souls. And 


there is no ſurer Mark of an Impoſture, no 
ſtronger Proof of any pretended Revelation 
not being of divine Original, than that the 
Teachers and Promoters of it, unwilling to 
be try d by this Standard, as well knowing 


that it will not bear the Teſt of a ſober and 
rational Enquiry, are for excluding Men from 


the proper Means of Conviction, and arro- 


gantly and irreligiouſſy demand an implicit 


Aſſent to whatever Doctrines they advance. 


Now how widely different ſuch a Procedure 


is from the Practice of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
A 4 will 


the Brute Creation, than his In- 


1 


[4] 
will appear from the Words of my Text, as 


connected with the three preceding Verſes 5: 


And he ſaid alſo to the People, When ye ſee a 
Cloud rife out of the Weſt, firaitway ye ſay 
there cometh a Shower ; and ſo it is. And 
oben ye ſee the South Wind blow, ye ſay there 
will be Heat; and it cometh to paſs. Ye Hy- 
 pocrites, ye can diſcern the Face of the Sky, 

and of the Earth, but how is it that ye do not 


diſcern this Time? Y, ea, and why even of 


your ſelves Judge ye not what is right? 
In theſe Words our great Lavvgiver ſevere- 
ly reproaches the Jeu for not exerciſing the 


fame Diligence in enquiring into the Time 


of his coming, and the Marks by which he 
was to be known, vig. the Prophecies con- 
cerning him, the Miracles which he wrought, 
and the Doctrines he inſtructed them in, 
that they did in acquainting themſelves with 
the Signs of the Weather, and the Variable- 
neſs of the Seaſons, tho' the one was of in- 
finitely greater Moment, and did far more 
nearly concern them than the other, and was 
full as eaſy to be underſtood ; thereby inti- 
mating how highly criminal it was not to 
make Uſe of their Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, in ſearching and examining thoſe Scrip- 
tures which related to his Divine Miſſion, 
and the Deliverance which was to be ect 

ed by his Means. 
And here it is obſervable, that our Lord 
and Maſter himſelf, far from requiring an 
implicit 
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implicit Obedience to his Precepts, or to be 


believed upon his own bare Authority, re- 


commends to them a free and impartial Uſe 
of their rational Faculties, and appeals to their 
own Diſcernment for the Truth of his Doc- 


| trines: . ea, and as 74 even of your ſelves judge 
ye not what is right 
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In treating upon which Words, I ſhall 
Firſt endeavour to prove, that every Man 
ought to make Uſe of all proper Means 
of Inſtruction, and to judge for r himſelf 
in Matters of Religion. 

Secondly, I ſhall anſwer fome of the moſt 
material Objections that are uſually 
brought againſt this Doctrine. 

And Thrrdly, I ſhall draw ſome uſeful In- 


ferences, and fo conclude. 


And Firſt, I am to prove, that every Man 
ought to make Uſe uy all proper Means of 
Inſtruction, and to judge for himſelf in Mat- 
ters of Religion. —And this I ſhall do, firſt 
from Reaſon, and an impartial Confideration 
of the Nature and Eſſence of Religion.— 
Secondly, from Revelation. And Fit, I am 
to illuſtrate this Truth from Reaſon, and an 
impartial Survey of the Nature and Eſſence 
of Religion. 

Religion, in the moſt proper Senſe of the 
Word, is the Belief of a Deity, who made 
and — the World; and implies all thoſe 

Acts 
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Acts of Adoration and Worſhip, which re- 
ſult from the Knowledge of his Nature and 
Eſſential Attributes, and the Conſideration 
of our. own Dependence upon him; and 
comprchends all thoſe Duties which we Owe 


to him, ourſelves, or our Fellow Creatures; 


in ſhort whatever we ought to believe or 
practiſe, upon the Suppoſition of our being 
accountable Agents; and who ſhall be re- 
warded or puniſhed by him for all our good 
or bad Actions. 

Now as every Man muſt either ſtand or 
fall, according as he has acted agreeably or 
diſagrecably to thoſe wiſe Ends and Purpoſes 
for which he was created, and for which 
God ſent him into the World; ſo it con- 
cerns him, by all poſſible Means, to ſatisfy 
his own Conſcience, and not heedlefsly ne- 
glect, or impiouſly deſpiſe any Means of In- 
ſtruction, which fair and impartial Reaſon- 
ing, or the reveal'd Will of God, ſhall diſ- 


cover to be ſuch. But then great Care muſt 


be taken, that we do not impoſe upon our 
Underſtandings, nor raſhly ſwallow any 
Doctrines, however ſpecious they may ſeem, 
or whatever Authority they may claim ; but 


ſtrictly, and with an unbiaſs'd Indiffe- 


rency, ſurvey every Thing, that can with 
any Shew of Reaſoning or Argument be ſaid 
either for or againſt them: We muſt with 
Meekneſs and Humility try them by this 


Rule, whether * are fit for a wiſe and 
good 
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good God to reveal, or a rational Creature 


| to receive; and if they either contradict any 
of the Attributes of God, or interfere with 


any known moral Duty, we may fafely con- 
clude, that they are only the wild Notions 
of weak fallible Men, the Offspring of a diſ- 
temper'd Head, or the monſtrous Produc- 
tions of a wicked Diſpoſition, Let us em- 
ploy our Reaſon and Underſtanding accord- 
ing to that ghrious Liberty uberewith God 
has made us free ; let us take Time often to 
review our Principles, and confider them 
well; and then, tho' we may be miſtaken, 
it will be generally in Things of ſmall or no 
Importance ; nor will our Errors, after ſuch 
a fincere Enquiry, expoſe us to the Anger 
of a juſt and good God; but as they proceed 
neither from Negligence nor Indolence, nei- 
ther from Inattention or Contempt, are ow- 
ing not to a moral Depravity, but a natural 
Inability, they neither are, nor can poſſibly 
be ſinful, Whereas to believe any Doctrine 
only becauſe I received it from my Ance- 
ſtors, 'or becauſe it happens to be incorpora- 
ted into the eſtabliſh'd Religion of our Coun- 
try, or perhaps comes recommended by ſome 


great or venerable Names, without any other 
Reaſon for eſpouſing it, will, even ſuppoſing 


it to be true, be of ſmall or no Efteem in 
the Sight of God ; but as the Service he re- 
quires is a reaſonable Service, and the Obe- 


* 


dience he expects is a reaſonable Obedience, 
ſuch 
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ſuch as is agreeable to the Nature of him 
who gives, and him who receives it, he muſt 
needs condemn, and it is highly derogatory 
to the all-wiſe Sovereign of the Univerſe to 
think atherwiſe, ſo lazy and indolent a Re- 
ſignation, eſpecially i in a Matter of fo great 
Importance. 

And thus having evinc'd the Truth of 
my firſt Propoſition from Reaſon and an im- 

Conſideration of the Nature and Eſ- 

ſence of Religion, I ſhall proceed to en- 


force the ſame from the revealed Will of 
God, the ſacred Scriptures. And, not to 


inſiſt upon the Text itſelf as a ſufficient 


Proof of this Truth, we find God, very fre- 


quently, both in the Old and N ew- Teſta- 
ment, appealing to his Creatures for the 
Equity of his Proceedings, and calling up- 
on them not to extinguiſh the Light which 
he has given them, but diveſting themſelves 
of all Prejudices and Paſſions, to weigh and 
examine the Reaſonableneſs of his Com- 
mands, and not neglect any of thoſe Means 
which he has provided for their Inſtruction. 
To inſtance only in ſome few of thoſe Places 
which might be quoted for this Purpoſe, we 
find the great Jeuiſb Law-giver, in the 6th 
Chap. of Deut. exhorting the whole Fewi/h 


Nation to a careful Study of the divine Law, 


and commanding them to teach it di ligently 
to their Children, to.make it frequently the 


Subject of their Diſcourſe, and by all 1701. 
ble 
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ble Means to provide againſt it's ever flipping 


out of their Minds : And theſe Words, which 


I command thee this Day, ſhall be in thine 
Heart. And thou ſhalt teach them diligently 


unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of them when 
thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou 


allet by the Way, and when thou lieſt down, 

and when thou riſeſt up; and thou ſhalt bi nd 
them for a Sign upon thine Head, and they 
ſhall be as Frontlets betaveen thine Eyes, and 


thou ſhalt write them upon the Deoor-poſts of 


thy Houſe, and upon thy Gates, And the 
Pſalmiſt's Character of a Good-Man, is, that 
his Delight is in the Law of the Lord, and 
in his Law doth be meditate Day and Night ; 

that is, exerciſe himſelf in ſearching into the 
true Meaning and Intent of it. And in the 
Prophet Iſaiab, God calls upon the whole 
Fewiſh Nation to judge concerning the Equi- 


ty of his Proceedings; 7udge I pray you be- 


twixt me and my Vineyard. And certainly it 
they were capable of judging in an Affair 
of ſo nice a Nature, as God's providential 
Government of the W orld, they were not 


unqualified to judge of the Reaſonableneſs 


of thoſe Laws, which reſpected their own 
moral Conduct. Tf I ſpeak not the Truth, 


ſays our bleſſed Saviour, do rot believe me; 
he did not expect to be believed only becauſe 


he ſaid it, but, contrary to the Practice of 
his pretended Vicar, has invited Men to ex- 


amine into the Tr uth of his Dodtrines, 


B which 


Fro] ; 
which they are capable of diſcovering, if 
they will candidly and honeſtly ſet about it. 
And the Evangelitts are very full concerning 
his inviting Men to ſearch the Scriptures, 
and his expounding them unto them, which 
he would never have done, if he had not 
thought them the proper Subjects of a rational 
Enquiry, And 'tis a very glorious Character, 
that is given of the Beræans in the As of 
the Apoſtles, that they took Pains to com- 
pare what Paul ſaid with the Scripture Pro- 
phecies, and upon a careful and impartial 
Examination into the Truth of them, readily 
embraced his Doctrines. And in the 13th 
Chap. of the Epiſtle to the Corimbians, the 
Divine Penman, addrefling himſelf to thofe 
factious Proſelytes who oppoſed him in the 
Work of his Miniſtry, and began to queſtion 
his apoſtolical Miſſion, exhorts them to ex- 
amine themſelves whether they were in the 
Faith, thereby intimating, that if they had 
from a faithful Search into the Truth of 
Chri/'s Doctrines, duly informed their Un- 
derſtandings, as they both could and ought 
to have done, they would not have prov'd 
ſo contumacious, nor would ever have queſ- 
tioned his divine Commiſſion, And the 
fame Apoſtle in his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſa- 
fomans, after having cautioned them not to 
defpiſe all thoſe who profeſs'd a divine Itlu- 
- mination, that he might at the fame Time 
guard againſt too eaſy a Credulity, _— | 
| them, | 
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them, by all proper Means of Conviction, 
to diſcriminate betwixt Truth and Falſehood, 
and adhere to what upon the Iſſue ſhall ap- 

ear to them to be ſound and good; prove al 
Things, hold faſt to that which is good. And 
the Apoſtle St. Peter requires all Chriſtians 
to be ready always to give an Anſwer to 
every one that aiketh a Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in them, with Meckneſs and Fear. 
And St. John, in his iſt Epiſtle, earneſtly 
deſires the Brethren, not to believe every Spi- 
rit, but to try the 8 prrits whether they are 
of Cod, becauſe many falſe Prophets were gone 
cut into the World. A great many other 
Texts might be alledged, but thoſe already 
quoted are a ſufficient Demonſtration of 
what I intended to prove, and may alſo 
ſerve as an Anſwer to what a late ingenious 
Author intimated, that our Lord did not pro- 
poſe his Doctrines as the Subjects of Exami- 
nation, and that his Apoſtles neither had 
Leiſure nor Qualifications for the Uſe of 


| Reaſoning in the Propagation of the Goſpel. 


Secondly, Thus having prov'd both from 
the Deductions of Reaſon, and thoſe divine 
Revelations which are contained in the ſacred 
Writings, that every Man ought to make uſe 
of all proper Means of Inſtruction, and to 
judge for himſelf in Matters of Religion ; ; I 
ſhall proceed, in the Second Place, to anſwer 


* Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, F | 
B 2 fome 


= 
ſome of the moſt material Objections, that are 
3 brought againſt this Doctrme. And 
Firſt, it is objected that if every Man is left 
to judge for himſelf in Matters of Religion, 
it will be productive of numberleſs Diviſions, 
and be the Cauſe of many Schiſms and He- 
reſies, to the great Diſturbance both of Church 
and State. To which I anſwer, that the 
Inconveniences are not perhaps ſo great as 
is generally imagined, and that moſt of thoſe 
Diforders, which are ſuppoſed to have pro- 
ceeded from thence, have been ow1ng rather 
to an Anti-chriſtian Uſurpation, and an un- 
warrantable Tyranny over Conſcience, than 
to a Variety of Sentiments, and different 
Apprehenſions. And had the many Sects 
and Parties into which the Chriſtian Church 
has been divided, inſtead of Fines, Tortures, 
Impriſonments and Death, with all its terri- 


ble Appendages, been treated with a Spirit of 


| Meekneſs and Chriſtian Charity, and had 
they been attacked with the proper Weapons 
of our Profeſſion, by Perſuaſion and Argu- 
ment, by Preaching and Reaſoning, by 
Prayer and Exhortation, tho' perhaps this 
would not entirely have healed theſe unhap- 
py Diviſions; yet I am perſuaded it would 
have gone a great Way towards it, or at leaſt, 

the Leaders and Abettors of them would 
not have been ſo furious and turbulent, nor 
would the Chriſtian World have felt ſuch 


terrible Convulſions, to the Diſgrace of our 
Pro- 


( 13 ] 
Profeſſion, and to the almoſt total Extirpation 
of that Faith which was once deliver'd to the 
Saints, And tho' the Inconveniences were 
really great, and ſuch as muſt needs be Matter 
of Sorrow to every conſiderate ſober Mind, yet 
may not God have fo order'd it, that he 
Diviſions complainꝰd of ſhould be as Trials 
of our Charity, and the proper Objects of 
our Chriſtian Benevolence? —Indeed, when 


any Doctrines have a plain and manifeſt 


Tendency, without any far-fetch'd Conſe- 
quences, to unhinge the Frame of Society, 
and ſtrike at the very Foundations of Civil 
Government, they ought to be reſtrain'd ; 

but in all other Caſes, the Eſpouſers of them 
muſt be left to their own Conſciences, and 


to the infallible Decifions of Him who is 


our common Lord and Maſter, and into 


whoſe Authority all Chriſtians have reſolved 


their Faith and Obedience, and are in Duty 
bound to ſubmit. As for all other Pretend- 
ers to this infallible Guidance, our Bleſſed 
| Saviour himſelf has ſufficiently arm'd us a- 
gainſt their unjuſt Claims. Be not ye called 
Rabbi, ſays he, directing his Diſcourſe to 
his Diſciples, for one ig your Maſter, even 
Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren. And call no 
Man your Father upon the Earth, for one is 


your Father which is in Heaven ; thereby 


charging them not to arrogate to themſelves 
that which is God's peculiar Right, or is 
proper to himſelf whom God has anointed, 

and 


40 
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and forbids them to erect a Tribunal over 
Conſcience, from which no Appeal was to 
be made; but rather to behave themſelves 
as Fellow Scholars and Brethren, and to en- 
deavour to exceed one another in nothing 
but Humility and Love, ES 
A ſecond Objection is, that there are great 
Numbers, who partly for want of Genius 
and Natural Abilities, ſuch as Idiots ; partly 
for want of Education and proper Opportu- 
nities, ſuch as the illiterate Multitude, can- 
not be fit Judges in an Affair of this Nature. 
As for Idiots, the Anſwer is obvious, they 
neither are nor can be reckon'd amongſt the 
Rank of thoſe Beings who are capable of 
Religion ; and what Allowances a good and 
merciful God will make, and how they will 
be diſpoſed of in an After-ſtate, is a Queſtion 
too hard for poor fallible Man to determine; 
only this we may be fully aſſured of, that 
they cannot be miſerable ; and that the great 
Judge of the Univerſe will diſpoſe of them 
in ſuch a Manner as is agreeable to the moſt Tho 
conſummate Wiſdom and perfect Goodneſs; 2 
for, ſhall not the Judge of all the Earth do 
right? And as for the Rude and IIliterate, 
tho” there are a great many Doctrines which 
they cannot comprehend; yet all the great i 
Lines of our Duty, all the Fundamentals of | 
Chriſtianity, all the Goſpel Motives to Vir- [ 
tue and true Piety, are deſcribed in ſo plain | 


and familiar a manner, that the meaneſt 
Chriſtian 


80 hs 0 oa PIFY "0-8 IP * PIFY At. * 


[ 15 ] 
Chriſtian will readily underſtand them. And 
we find our Saviour breaking out in affecti- 
onate Expreſſions of Thanks to God, that 
he had ſo order'd the Diſpenſations of his 
Mercy, and the Means of attaining eternal 
Happineſs, that they are not ſo much under- 
ftood and embraced by the wiſe and prudent, as 
by the modeſt and humble Enquirer. I thank 
thee, ſays he, O Father, Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe Things from 


be wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them 


unto Babes, And the facred Writings are 
very expreſs, that if there are any to whom 
the glad Tidings of Salvation are not plainly 


diſcover'd, it is not owing to any want of 


Perſpicuity in the Divine Oracles, but to 
their own obſtinate Perverſeneſs. Thus 
St. Paul ſpeaking of himſelf, and the reſt of 
the inſpired Writers, ſays, Having renounc d 
the hidden Things of Diſboneſiy, we handle not 
the Word of God deceitfully, but by Manife- 
tation of the Truth, commending ourſelves to 
every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God. 
But if our Goſpel is hid, it is hid to them 
that are loſt. Again; it is urged, that there 
are ſeveral Texts of Scripture which con- 
demn the Uſe of our Reaſon, and private 
I&amination in Matters of Religion, and re- 


mit us to thoſe divine Impreſſions that are 
made on Men's Minds concerning it. Nor 


is this Doctrine only eſpouſed by the Me- 


thodical Viſionaries, and pretended Spiritual- 
iſts 


16 
iſts of all Denominations, but is alſo patro- 
nized by * an Author whom I have already 


taken Notice of, of a quite different Stamp, 


who to a fine Genius and lively Imagination, 
has alſo added a peculiar Delicacy of Stile. 
Alas] that ſuch excellent Talents ſhould be 
ſo ill employ'd. To enter into a critical Ex- 
amination. of this Work, would exceed the 
Bounds of a Diſcourſe of this Nature, and 
therefore I ſhall only obſerve, that ſuch a 
Notion is utterly deſtructive of all Religion, 
whether Natural or Reveal'd, and muſt cer- 


tainly terminate in downright Enthuſiaſm, 


It is true indeed, that great and glorious 
Things are ſaid concerning theſe divine Im- 
preſſions in the ſacred Writings, and every 
good and well-difpoſed Chriſtian muſt grate- 


fully acknowledge thoſe promiſed Aſſiſtan- 


ces ; but then the Scripture always ſuppoſes 
them conſiſtent with free Agency, and as 
concurring with our own honeſt Endeavours. 
Thus St. Paul exhorts his Philippian Con- 
verts, to work out their Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling ; and then ſubjoins, For it is 
God that worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his good "Pleaſure. And here I heartily 


with that the ingenious Author of Chriſtia- | 


nity not founded on Argument, had not given 
. great Cauſe to ſuſpect, that his main In- 
tent was to ſap the Foundation of all Reli- 


W 9 of, Chriſtianity net a on Argument. 
gion, 
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gion, and by an artful Irony to undermine 


| What he profeſſes to defend. But Thanks 
be to God, our Faith is too ſecure to be a- 
larm'd either by the Cunning or Force of 
its moſt powerful Adverſaries; and whilſt 
Reaſdn and Revelation go Hand in Hand 
together, and mutually ſupport each other, 
they cannot fail of being ſure of Victory. 


The laſt, and moſt material Objection, is 


| drawn from the many various Readings, and 


different qu pom of ſeveral Texts of 
from the facred Writings be- 


ry indifferently underſtood, even by the 


Learned themſelves ; and conſequently the 
| Thiterate, - who are the Bulk of Mankind, 
muſt be forced to commit themſelves entire= 
ly to the Guidance of others, as not being 
able to judge which of thoſe different Inter- 
pretations is moſt conſonant to Reaſon, and 
moſt expreſſive of the true Senſe of the Wri- 
ters; not can they eaſily be ſatisfy' d, that 
the fappoſed Canon of Scripture is a true 
one, or that the Books were wrote by thoſe 
| whoſe Names they bear; or if they were, 
that the Authors were divinely inſpired. To 
this it may be anſwer d, that we ought, by 
all pofithle Means of Enquiry, to ſat fo our- 
ſelves as to the Points objected; and though 
wie are commanded not abſolutely to ſubject 
our Conſciences to any Man's Guidance, yet 


we not only * but are in Duty bound, 
5 to 


1 
to apply ourſelves to Perſons of Learning and 
Integrity; Men famous for their Knowledge 
and Moral Endowments, eſpecially the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, thoſe who have ap- 
proved themſelves deſerving of that glorious 


Character, by an unbiaſs'd and ſincere Diſ- 


charge of their Function, and by a diligent 
Search into the Authentickneſs, Veracity, 
and Senſe of the ſacred Writings; but then 
we muſt conſider them, not as Governors 
and Dictators over Conſcience, but as Paſtors 
and Teachers, who are only authorized to 
propound their Opinions, and recommend 


them by the Goſpel Motives of Perſwaſion 


and Argument; and if we add, an Attention 
free from Prejudice and Paſſion, and an hearty 


Deſire to inform ourſelves aright, we may, 


by theſe Advantages, attain to almoſt as great 


a Certainty, as if we had been able to read 


the Scriptures in their original Languages; 
and all Doubts concerning the Canon, and 
Inſpiration of them, will be effectually re- 
moved, and the various Readings and Inter- 
pretations will mutually concur in unfolding 
to our Underſtandings thoſe - great Truths, 
upon which our future and eternal Happineſs 


have ſo immediate and neceſſary a Depend- 


ence. As theſe are ſome of the moſt mate- 
rial Objections, and as thoſe others which 
are uſually alledged, are either reducible 
thereto, or have already been taken Notice 
of in the preceding Diſcourſe : I ſhall now 
I - proceed 


* w us honed — | GWE | a—_— 00 — — a — ”Y * 


„ bes „ hos 


[19] 

proceed to draw ſome uſeful Inferences, and 
ſo conclude. 

And Firſt, if every Man is required to ex- 
amine and judge for himſelf, in all Things 
that concern his eternal Happineſs, let us 
and faſt in that Liberty wherewith Chri/? 
has made us free, and carefully guard againſt 
any thing that may conduce to rob us of ſo 
great a Bleſſing. Let us, of the Miniſtry 
eſpecially, oppoſe all Encroachments upon 


our own Conſciences, and alſo avoid all Me- 


thods of propagating Chriſt s Doctrine, which 
are contrary to that Meekneſs and Humility 
which are the great Ornaments of our Pro- 
feſſion. Let us confeſs ourſelves fallible in 
interpreting, and allow to others a Liberty 
of judging ; and-above all, let us carefully 
watch againſt the wicked Spirit of that 
Church, who, if ſhe ſhould once re-eſtablith 
herſelf in this Nation, would, contrary to 
the expreſs Words of Scripture, and in open 
Defiance to the ſound Reaſon of Mankind, 
erect a Dominion over Conſcience, and com- 
peel all thoſe who had not Courage enough 
to ſupport themſelves under the ſharpeſt 


Trials and moſt barbarous Perſecutions, to 


renounce their Obedience to the one in- 
fallible Judge, and to pay that Homage to a 
mere Mortal, which is only due to God him- 
felt: | 
Secondiy, If from what has been ſaid, the 


pretended Claims of our modern Viſionaries, 
2 2 W ha 
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ries, who are for diſcarding Reaſon, and not 
allowing the intellectual Faculties to be at all 
concerned in the Interpretation of Scripture, 
and the Knowledge of our Duty, appear to be 
what they really are, a ridiculous Medley of 
Superſtition and Enthufiaſm, and have already 
been productive of innumerable ill Conſe- 
quences, to the great Detriment of Society, 
and almoſt Ruin of many unfortunate Fami- 
lies ; let us pity their Errors, pray for their 
Converſion, and endeavour to reclaim them. 
Their Principles indeed are fo very abſurd, fo 
frantick and extravagant, that did not woeful 
Experience too fatally convince us, one would 
hardly think they would ever have gained 
one role Diſciple ; and even their boaſted 
Inſpirations, and enlightened Expoſitions of 
Scripture, are ſuch wild incoherent Stuff, 
that one might reaſonably have expected 
that their very Founders themſelves would 
long ſince have demoliſhed their own airy 
Fabrick, and would have pulled down with 
one Hand that Babel, which they ſo in- 
duſtriouſly ſtrove to erect with the other. 
Thirdly, If the Doctrine contended for is 
true, and if we are not to give up our Faith 
to the abſolute Direction of any Man, this 
not only condemns the making the Decrees 
of Popes and the Determinations of Councils 
of equal or greater Authority than the Word 
of God, and requiring ſuch a Sovereignty 
as admits of noControul, but alſo ſtrikes at the 
Principles 


= Te] 
; Principles of the Hobbiſts, thoſe late pre- 
tenders to Reaſon and Philoſophy, who 
„ would have all Religion to depend upon the 
> Laws and Edicts of Princes, and the Will 
of the Magiſtrate; nor can any ſuppoſed 
Utility, however ſpeciouſly pretended, ſupport 
ſo groundleſs and anti-ſcriptural a Doctrine. 
1 Fourthly and Laſtiy, If our Religion is fo 
excellent and rational, ſo becoming a wiſe 
and good God to give; if it is ſo exceeding- 
ly well calculated to promote both our pre- 
0 ſent and future Happineſs, let us adorn it 
with a correſpondent Holineſs and Purity of 
Life, and demonſtrate the Efficacy of it by 
a prudent and godly Converſation. Let us 
V bo are called and ſet apart to be Teachers 
of the Goſpel, ſhew that it is ſuch a Goſpel 
as we need not be aſhamed of; and as we are 
bound, in a dutiful Imitation of our great 
Lord and Maſter, to exhort others to ex- 
mine and judge what is right, ſo let us always 
be ready to give an Anſwer to every one 
that aſketh a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in us, with Meekneſs and Fear. And let 
all of us, as is moſt meet, give our hearty 
Thanks to Almighty God, that we live in a 
Country, under the Auſpices of a Govern- 
maegnt, and in the Communion of a Church, 
where the Goſpel Freedom of Enquiry and 
I nudging is permitted and profeſs d. And 
let us humbly addreſs ourſelves to the Throne 
of Grace, and to our Prayers add our honeſt 
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Endeavours, according to our ſeveral Sta- 
tions, that this ineſtimable Bleſſing which 
our Forefathers ſo dearly purchas'd for us, 
even at the Expence of their Lives, may be 
fafely tranſmitted to our lateſt Poſterity. 
Now unto him that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs before the 
Preſence of his Glory, with exceeding Joy; 
to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory 
and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, bot 
now and ever. Amen, 
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